Dupuytren's disease in France--1831 to 2001--from description to economic burden.
We recorded all elective admissions for Dupuytren's disease from the French National Hospital Database. We used the data from first hospitalizations to calculate the 2001 hospitalization rates for this condition and determine geographical differences between different regions of France. We also calculated the hospital costs of treating admissions with this disease. Fourteen thousand eight hundred and sixty hospitalizations for Dupuytren's disease were reported in France in 2001, of which 93% were for a first treatment. The disease was mostly present in men and was mostly managed by surgical fasciectomy. Most operations were carried out in private hospitals, with a mean stay of 2 days. Geographical differences were found in men only. The total hospital cost for all elective admissions was 14, 179, 998 Euros, indicating the considerable financial burden to the State of treating this condition.